of this kind still are being made. In other inventories, soils are considered but the quality of these considerations often is superficial.
Resource people generally recognize the dire need to discontinue this approach. We rangemen should emphasize the need for adequate soil information in range inventories.
We also should avoid too much soil detail because this generally results in indefensible costs and confused interpretations.
Highlight
Soil is a major physical component of the ecosystem. To ignore soil or treat it superficially merely restricts knowledge of the resource.
The amount of soil detail needed depends upon the character of the landscape, the complexity of the resource, the uses to be made of the survey data, and the amount of money available to do the job. Too much soil detail should be avoided and too little detail may make the survey worthless for evaluating the range resource.
There is flexibility in how soil mapping units can be designed to meet the needs. This principle that distinguishes between a soil taxonomic unit and a soil mapping unit is highly important. Unless it is understood clearly, soil surveys on rangeland cannot be understood nor can they be used properly.
Kinds of Mapping Units
Several different kinds of soil mapping units may be designed to fit the needs of a survey:
A single taxonomic unit, together with minor, limited inclusions, may be macped within a single delineation (Fig. 1) . It normally represents a single range site and the inclusions may be areas of other sites.
Two distinctly different soil taxonomic units which occur more or less regularly in proportion and pattern and which have unlike behavior in terms of vegetation and management may be mapped in a single delineation together ( Fig. 2) 
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A high proportion of the cost of any survey is the cost tinctive ecosystem. 
